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The Sustainable Farming Incentive (SFI) is a sche m e
tha t a im s to he lp fa rm e rs m a na g e  la nd  in a wa y tha t
im proves food  prod uction a s we ll as e nvironm e nta l
susta ina bility. The re  a re  curre ntly thre e  sta nd a rd s tha t
e a ch focus on d iffe re nt soil types: a ra ble  a nd
horticultura l soils, im prove d  g ra ssla nd  soils a nd
m oorla nd .
The  SFI a ra ble  a nd  horticultura l soils sta nd a rd  is focuse d
on im proving  soil he a lth, structure , org a nic m atte r a nd
biolog y on a ra ble  soils which will contribute to im proving
wate r qua lity, clim a te re silie nce, biod ive rsity as we ll as
food  prod uction.
This m ap shows a re a s with hig h soil e rosion risk to
hig hlig ht a re a s whe re  the SFI for arable and
horticultural soils standardwould  be m ost be ne ficia l.
Althoug h this m ap is prod uce d  at A0 sca le  you ca n zoom
fa rthe r in to assess soil e rosion risk in d e ta il. A 500%
zoom  is re com m e nd e d  to look at fie ld  sca le  d e ta il on this
m a p.
Ple a se note: d a ta  shown a re  a g uid e  to pote ntia l soil
e rosion risk in the  catchm e nt that should  be fie ld  ve rifie d
whe re  possible.

Datasets
To cre a te  the Priority areas for SFI Soils Standard
d a taset, a com bina tion of d iffe re nt d a ta sets we re  use d  to
prod uce a n ove ra ll soil e rosion risk m atrix:
1.SCIMAP – SCIMAP is a risk m apping  fra m e work
d e sig ne d  to id e ntify whe re  d iffuse pollution is m ost like ly
to be orig ina ting  in the  catchm e nt. Flow pathwa ys on
hig h risk fie ld s cre a te  g re a te r risks of pollution by
tra nsporting  m ore  se d im e nt or polluta nts into
wate rcourses.
2.Slope – Slope is the  pe rce nt cha ng e  in e le va tion ove r
a  ce rta in d ista nce , ca lculate d  using  a Dig ita l Ele vation
Mod e l (DEM). Ste e pe r slopes have  a  g re a te r risk of
e rosion, especia lly slopes ste epe r tha n 5 to 7 d e g re e s.
3.Proximity to main rivers – Fie ld s a d ja ce nt to
wate rcourses a re  a t hig he r risk of causing  wate r pollution
a ssocia te d  with surfa ce  runoff im pacts because flow
pathwa y le ng ths to wate rcourse s a re  shorte r.
4.National Soil Map – Soil texture  a nd  structure
influe nce how susceptible  the  soil is to e rosion by wate r.
In m ost cases, soils with a hig he r sa nd  or silt conte nt a re
m ore  susceptible  to e rosion tha n those with a hig he r cla y
conte nt, a lthoug h soils with hig he r cla y conte nt a re  at
hig he r risk of prod ucing  surfa ce  runoff. Slope is a lso a
ve ry im porta nt fa ctor in d e te rm ining  e rosion of d iffe re nt
soil types.
5.Arable fields in the floodplain – Flood pla in a ra ble
la nd  tha t is at risk of fluvia l flood ing  is m ore  susceptible
to e rosion, especia lly whe n wate r passes ove r it d uring
flood s.
6.Land Use – Ag ricultura l fie ld s that a re  ba re , cove re d
or wood la nd  in e a rly Autum n. Ba re  fie ld s a re  at g re a te r
risk of e rosion tha n those cove re d  by ve g e tation.

Evenlode Catchment

Data Sources
Durha m  Unive rsity, ADAS,
Natura l Eng la nd , Cra nfie ld  Unive rsity,
Environm e nt Ag e ncy
O rd na nce Surve y
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